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Hunter and Braydee Briard moved to 
Lake Country in 2001. As the head of his 
own construction company, he built a 
comfortable, but functional rambler to raise 
their family of seven on 170 acres south of 
Detroit Lakes. Fifteen years later, the house 
needed a refresh, and the couple began to 
discuss what they wanted in a new home.

Meanwhile, Hunter’s business had evolved 
toward building larger, more customized 
homes, and he felt the need for a model 
where his clients could see real-life examples 
demonstrating the finer elements of his work.

The tipping point came about three years 
ago when they finally got serious about 
researching their ideas. That included travel 
to Colorado for inspiration. “We wanted a 
mountain-style design,” says Hunter. “Kind of 
a refined rustic; so, we did some touring. We 
also went to the Twin Cities and took in a few 
home and cabin shows.”
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STAYING PUT
The couple enjoyed their countryside 
location, set amongst picturesque woods 
and rolling farm fields, and punctuated by 
a couple of small, private ponds. So they 
discarded the idea of moving and settled 
on beginning a remodel. That’s when they 
reached out to architect Tony Stoll at bhh 
Partners (bhhpartners.com) in Perham, Minn.

“I met him quite a few years ago,” says Stoll. 
“Then we just stayed in touch. He’s been 
involved in some projects we’ve been doing 
and he does a good job. If they’re keeping 
our clients happy, we love recommending 
people like that.”

Hunter invited Stoll to his home in 2018 to do 
an initial walk-through and discuss design 
concepts. “They told me what they were 
thinking, and they had some great ideas,” 
says Stoll. The original discussion involved 
converting the floorplan to a comfortable 
great-room layout, where the family could 
relax together regardless of the various 
activities with which they are involved.

Another key attribute would create a dramatic 
entryway to the home that accentuated the 
architecture and enhanced curb appeal. As 
part of the mountain-rustic style, the great 
room would feature exposed timber and, 
directly opposite the entryway, a majestic 
stone fireplace rising from the floor to the 
peak of a vaulted ceiling.

“He knew he wasn’t going to accomplish 
what they saw for a vision unless they did 
some serious remodeling,” says Stoll. “And the 
first thing he told me is: ‘I’m going to blow the 
roof off the middle of the house.’”

CHANGING DIRECTION
Ramblers provide homeowners one of the 
friendliest bases to support a remodeling 
project, according to Stoll. They typically 
have a simple roof line, and few of the interior 
walls carry a load. “So, you can repurpose 
them without too much difficulty,” he says. “In 
Hunter’s case, blowing the roof off that center 
part was key to making the remodel turn out 
so well.”
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That critical step allowed Stoll to design 
additions to the front and back of the home, 
transforming a rectangular-shaped rambler 
into a roughly cross-shaped layout. The new 
great room would now run perpendicular 
to the length of the original footprint of the 
home and be flanked by the existing master 
suite and Hunter’s office to either side.

In the lower level, the additions allowed them 
to create a game room space and pick up a 
couple of additional bedrooms.

“My job was pulling it all together, as far 
as proportions and making it all flow and 
function,” says Stoll. “But the original concept 
came from them. It’s very impressive when 
you walk in with the vaulted ceiling and the 
focal point with the beautiful fireplace.”

He built the fireplace with a modular system 
from Iceland called Isokern (earthcore.
co) that is molded from volcanic pumice. 
“It comes in pieces that you put together 
like Legos,” says Hunter. After lining it with 
firebrick, the structure becomes extremely 
safe and allows very little transfer of heat to 
the surrounding structure.

STRIKING A CHORD
Although the Briards wanted to incorporate a 
number of different design features into their 
home, they also wanted the overall design 
to have a put-together feel. So they brought 
together several ideas to keep things unified.

The most striking, and yet subtle was the use 
of a single curve. Hunter points out that the 
same 150-inch radius appears in design 
aspects throughout the home. That curve 
originated in the drawings of the exterior 
prepared by Stoll and his team. To capture 

“MY JOB WAS PULLING 

IT ALL TOGETHER, AS 

FAR AS PROPORTIONS 

AND MAKING IT ALL 

FLOW AND FUNCTION, 

BUT THE ORIGINAL 

CONCEPT CAME FROM 

THEM.”

Tony Stoll - bhh Partners
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the mountain-rustic feel that the Briards desired, the new entryway 
featured exposed timber-framing and the lower chord of the timber 
roof truss employed that curve as an embellishment.

“It works really well because you have that subtle radius; it’s not a full 
arch,” says Stoll. “It’s an elliptical arch, which I think is a lot softer and 
presents itself so well because you don’t see the redundancy. It’s a 
subtle touch that comes into each of the major features.” 

You can see it reflected in the transoms above the front door and 
all the windows, the front edge of the kitchen island countertop, his 
desktop, the timber beams, and the valances above the windows. 
“They actually pulled it into some of the built-in cabinets throughout 
the home,” he adds. “I know Hunter worked with his subcontractors, as 
far as bringing that into those other design elements.”

Another place they achieved design unity was in the wood finishes. 
Although the flooring is an engineered European oak tongue-and-
groove, they used knotty alder to finish surfaces in the rest of the 
home. The vaulted ceilings are lined with nickel-groove whitewashed 
tongue-and-groove. It appears in the wainscoting that adorns many 
of the walls. It was used to create the built-in cabinets throughout the 



home, and it makes up the custom furniture commissioned for 
the master suite. A custom-built table-and-chair set—prominently 
displayed in the great room—is actually crafted from American 
elm. “It’s got a beautiful grain to it,” says Hunter. “It was Amish-
made, and then we had a custom stain put on it to match all the 
other woodwork.”

Other unifying elements include the cast bronze hardware used 
for door knobs, cabinet handles and drawer-pulls throughout 
the home, as well as for railing spindles and lighting fixtures, and 
the angle of the taper on the stone columns outside the house 
repeated in the fireplace stonework inside. “All the features in the 
house have kind of the same theme,” says Hunter. “We wanted 
to make sure it all blended well together. My wife is very good at 
helping me with that.”

HYBRID TIMBERWORK
The timber trusses in the exterior entry and the great room set the 
stage for the rest of the Briard’s stylistic choices. “Those beams 
help tie the interior and the exterior together so well,” says Stoll. 
But they came at a cost, as the most labor-intensive aspect of 
construction. Hunter calls the vault in the great room “hybrid” 

because the ceiling is fully raftered and self-supporting. The walls and 
roof of the great room were reinforced to take the weight of the timbers. 
Although their function remains largely cosmetic, the sheer weight of 
each truss necessitated that the timberwork structure also carry some of 
its own weight.

“We went to the Minneapolis Cabin Show and ran into a company called 
Big Wood Timber Frames (bigwoodtimberframes.com),” says Hunter. 
“They do a lot of reclaimed wood. These timbers actually came out of an 
old elevator in Wisconsin; they’re a couple of hundred years old.” During 
reclamation, the timbers were cleaned up and then hand-scraped to 
produce the rustic effect the couple wanted.

“THESE TIMBERS ACTUALLY CAME 

OUT OF AN OLD ELEVATOR IN 

WISCONSIN; THEY’RE A COUPLE OF 

HUNDRED YEARS OLD.”
Hunter Briard - homowner
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The curved chord at the bottom of each 
great-room truss required two timbers to be 
glued together and then carved into the 
desired shape.

Construction on the project went very 
smoothly, according to Hunter. His oldest 
son, Taylor, has joined the company recently 
and that helps tremendously, he notes. Those 
timber trusses, however, required significant 
work from the pair.

“We’ve got about one day’s work into each 
one, assembling and installing them with four 
guys,” he says. “They each weigh about 2,000 
pounds.” The process began on the ground, 
where each was put together, “then lifted into 
position with pulleys and chains and bolted 
through,” he continues.

The results make their efforts worth it. “It’s a 
one-of-a-kind deal,” says Hunter. “Kind of 
like a mini-Cabela’s.” Indeed, the mounted 
game accenting the great-room vault attest 
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to his sentiment. “I am an avid hunter and 
Braydee makes fun of me. She says that’s 
where all of this started—because I didn’t 
have enough room to hang my mounts.”

KITCHEN CUSTOMIZATION
The most striking feature of the kitchen also 
displays the 150-inch radius: the island 
countertop. But that’s not the family’s favorite 
aspect. The dining overhang on the island 
was fitted with a radiant heater on a timer. 
Each day when they wake up, the countertop 
is ready for them. “Our youngest daughter is 
the only girl left in the house and she loves 
it because she warms her hands on it when 
it’s cold in the morning,” says Hunter. They 
chose Cambria engineered quartz for their 
countertops because of its durability and low-
maintenance.

Inside the kitchen, only the island ties in the 
stained knotty alder found throughout the 
home. The rest of the cabinetry is painted off-
white, glazed and lightly distressed. They paid 

particular attention to space efficiency and 
function with the cabinetry. Hiding behind the 
cabinet doors you find lots of roll-outs, custom 
pan dividers and even a hanging pot rack.

Their cabinetmaker, Darcy Savig, owner of 
JCS Cabinetry & Design (jcscabinetry.com) 
worked with the couple to create some 
unique customizations. They framed narrow 
cabinets into the walls surrounding the 
refrigerator, creating nooks to house a broom 
closet, hide a stepladder to reach upper 
shelves, and support pull-out spice racks. “It 
took specialty glides to make them work,” 
says Hunter. “It’s really handy.”

The cabinets, however, sprawl throughout the 
house. Taking a page out of the craftsman-
style playbook, they created built-ins for 
the library, added wet bars and even built 
dressers and bed bases that have pull-out 
drawers in the bedrooms. All of these features 
were constructed with the same knotty alder.

“I AM AN AVID 

HUNTER AND 

BRAYDEE MAKES FUN 

OF ME. SHE SAYS 

THAT’S WHERE ALL 

OF THIS STARTED—

BECAUSE I DIDN’T 

HAVE ENOUGH 

ROOM TO HANG MY 

MOUNTS.”

Hunter Briard - homowner



Millwork and trim came from Brainerd Hardwoods (brainerdhardwoods.
com), as did all the brass hardware throughout the home. Of particular 
interest are the doors. To obtain a deeper profile, each of the interior doors 
was cut to 2 inches thick (a standard door measures about 1-3/8 inches). 
The front door stands a full 3 inches thick.

ENHANCING CURB APPEAL
The exterior of the house has several features that add interest to the design. 
Two-step fascia accents the roof line and supports copper gutters. Hunter 
even had custom grates made for below each downspout that bear the 
logo of his company—something he has done with his client’s names.

The roof line on the gable ends employ a design feature he saw out in 
Colorado, where the overhang juts out farther at the top and steps back as 
the roof line drops. To make it work, he had to order two rafter trusses that 
sat 6 inches lower than the rest. They then built the overhang ladder-style 
back to the third truss, like a fly-rafter to support the full 42-inch outcropping.

Lastly, he used various styles of LP SmartSide 
on the home to create variations of color 
and texture. “We did some board and 
batten and we did some horizontal siding,” 
he says. Different colors were used on each 
of these and the trim for contrast. Lastly, the 
facade also used a real-stone veneer called 
Moose Mountain from Montana Rock Works 
(MontanaRockWorks.com) as an accent.

SMART HOME FEATURES
With a nod to growing demand for home 
security and automation, Hunter and 
Braydee filled their home with smart home 
functionality. The 150-inch radius valances 
above each window hides an automated 
window shade. When combined with lighting 
control and integrated sound, scene presets 
can set the stage in any space within the 
home based on activity or time of day—
and it can all be programmed to happen 
automatically.

“I CAN RUN ALMOST THE ENTIRE HOME 

FROM MY PHONE. THAT WAS PROBABLY 

THE MOST EXTENSIVE PORTION OF THE 

REMODEL—THE HOME AUTOMATION.”

Hunter Briard - homowner
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“I can run almost the entire home from my 
phone,” says Hunter. “That was probably the 
most extensive portion of the remodel—the 
home automation. Our exterior lights come 
on at dusk and turn off at dawn and it’s based 
on programming, not a photoresistor sensor.”

The Briards used Signature Home Technologies 
(signaturehometech.com) out of Fargo, N.D., 
to design and install the system. “The smart 
tower standing in my mechanical room—
there’s so many wires going in there, it blows 
my mind,” he says. Even the sound system 
uses cutting-edge technology: “You actually 
put them in the wall and drywall right over 
the top of them. You don’t even know the 
speaker is there. When you turn them on, 
they are better than a Bose Wave Radio. The 
whole wall will talk to you and it gives you a 
true surround sound.”

Finally, the whole system tracks his energy use 
and tells him in real time what his costs are. 
“It automatically gives me updates on what 
it cost me weekly or monthly by email,” says 
Hunter.

The house, however, is built to very efficient 
standards. With 2x8 construction, he chose 
to blow 3 inches of closed-cell foam to seal 
the house. Then the rest of the cavity was 
filled with open-cell foam to take advantage 
of its acoustical dampening properties. A 
ZIP insulation system wraps the walls of the 
home, creating a barrier that completely 
stops thermal conduction through the wall 
studs and sheething. 

Overall the walls perform at an R-value of 
about 44—as much or more than most 
people have in their attics and more than 
twice the efficiency of a typical batt-filled, 
2x6 wall. Combined with the Marvin windows, 
the home stays very quiet. “Sitting in the 
home, I can hardly tell if there is thunder and 
heavy rain during a storm,” he says.

He also installed a geothermal system that 
drives the hydronic floor heat and the forced-
air system. “That makes the home super-
efficient,” he says. “My energy costs last 
month were $17.”

Overall, Hunter says the creativity involved in 
custom home-building gives him the most 
satisfaction. “That’s the cool thing about 
custom-built homes like this one,” says Hunter. 
“You have the flexibility to make in-progress 
changes. My favorite part of my job is to 
come up with ideas that can really make that 
customer’s house stand out.” ~L&H

“MY FAVORITE PART 

OF MY JOB IS TO 

COME UP WITH 

IDEAS THAT CAN 

REALLY MAKE THAT 

CUSTOMER’S HOUSE 

STAND OUT.”

Hunter Briard - homowner



 SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2020  www.lakeandhomemagazine.com 91

CouLDn’t have done it without:
Briard Construction | BUILDER

 • View our ad on page 81

bhh Partners | ARCHITECTS

 • View our ad on page 85

Bigwood Timberframes | TIMBER FRAMES

A-N-A Concrete | MASONRY

Cambria | COUNTERTOPS

Design 2 Sell | FLOORING

 • View our ad on page 91

Hanson’s Plumbing
& Heating | PLUMBING

 • View our ad on page 89

Painter’s Plus | DRYWALL

 • View our ad on page 83

B&M Electric | ELECTRICAL

Builders First Source | BUILDING MATERIALS

 • View our ad on page 87

TJ’s Tile | TILE WORK

Rigel’s | APPLIANCES

 • View our ad on page 89

JCS Cabinetry | CABINETS

 • View our ad on page 83

Brainerd Hardwoods | MILLWORK

 • View our ad on page 91

Hebron Brick | FIREPLACE

 • View our ad on page 85

Signature Home Technologies |   

 HOME AUTOMATION


