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“The three of them worked
so well together, capturing
all of our thoughts and
ideas and bringing them
to reality.”
Heidi on her designer, architect and
builder working together

The designer used her extensive knowledge and
expertise to work with everyone on the project, including
the landscaper who incorporated natural stone stairs into
the design. An upper level deck that opens to the lake
offers spectacular views and ample southern sun.

Partners, builder Gary Dirckx of Gary
Dirckx Construction, and herself. But when
you speak with Heidi, she doesn’t like to
refer to them by their professional titles.
She calls them craftsmen.
“The three of them worked so well
together, capturing all of our thoughts
and ideas and bringing them to reality,”
Heidi explained. “Look what they did,
what they created. It took all of them,
every craftsmen Gary brought in to the
project too, to create this.”
For the exterior railings, Heidi requested steel cable, but the contractors were worried how it would integrate into the rest of the
design. Instead, the craftsmen suggested copper piping for more quality and sheen for the railings. The area tucked away under
the deck is cleverly hidden storage space for all of the outdoor recreational equipment, including a handcrafted wooden canoe
Heidi’s father made.

T

he inspiration for a 5,164 square
foot seasonal lake home in the
Battle Lake area came from a little
red cabin that was only 700 square
feet. Within that small space were housed
the warm and wonderful memories a
family had been making since buying
the property in 2009. But as time went on,
the family grew...from just one to three
distinct, yet intertwined groups.
Homeowners Keith and Heidi originally
wanted to add more space to the cozy
red cabin, but after working with the Land
and Resources Department, they soon
learned their only option was to tear down
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the cabin and start building from scratch
further back on the property.

wanted to use in the home as a way to
capture coziness in a grand space.

Capturing the coziness and intimacy of
a 700-square-foot space in more than
5,000 square feet was a challenge, said
Designer Kim Rasmussen of K&R Design
Consultants. The process started with the
architectural plans and determination of
the layout in terms of scale and design.
.LPVDLGVKHUHTXHVWHGPRGLÀFDWLRQVWR
some of the original designs because
she felt that the space would have ended
up feeling too much like a hotel, rather
than a warm living space. She also kept
LQ PLQG WKH ÀQLVKHV DQG PDWHULDOV VKH

“All of the wood ceilings are designed,
meaning the wood has direction and
pattern; that makes a big space feel
warm and cozy,” Kim explained. “We
also paid close attention to how all the
materials worked together like columns,
cabinets, stone, and wood. All of the
materials, the hardware, and appliances
create a feeling of intimacy.”
When Kim refers to “we”, she means the
collaborative team of homeowners Keith
and Heidi, architect Tony Stoll from bhh
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For Dirckx, the philosophy is simple: may
the best idea win.
“I’d rather have the best idea come
forward and ask everyone what they
think will work. I want them to use their
creative juices,” he said. “We get the best
idea, and if the customer is happy, we’re
happy.”
Happy, indeed.
A quick description of the beautiful home
now known affectionately by the family as
“The Lodge,” reads like this:
The interior of the home features an open
LQWHULRU ÁRRU SODQ WKDW PD[LPL]HV YLHZV
to the lake. Exterior entertainment and
gathering spaces include a roadside
covered patio, wraparound lakeside

VFUHHQ SRUFK ZLWK VWRQH ÀUHSODFH
lakeside covered view patio off the dining
DUHD ODQGVFDSH LQWHJUDWHG ÀUHSLW IRU
groups of twenty or more, and extensive
covered and stone patio extensions on
the lakeside.
But what that description doesn’t tell you
is just how much detail is encapsulated
in every single aspect of the home. And
capturing all those details began with a
simple act of listening.
“We wanted more space for our family,
so we need some areas for people to get
away to,” Heidi said, “But we also wanted
to capture the closeness and rubbing
elbows we had in the little red cabin. Tony
is great to work with because he really
listens. He hears what you have to say.
He heard us describe that we wanted

together space and private space, and
that’s what he gave us.”
$WÀUVWJODQFHWKHVPDOOVTXDUHZLQGRZV
and two-stall garage bely the ample
spaces within. You might think you were
walking into a quaint mountain cottage
as you approach the home, but once you
step foot in its spacious interior, you know
this home is waiting for you to explore its
many spaces. The cabin aspect from the
property’s predecessor is captured in the
gorgeous exposed trusses and warm logs,
with stone, shakes, and siding added for
visual interest and a distinct style.
But the exterior isn’t overwhelming, nor is
the entry intimidating. Instead, it beckons
you, inviting you in like a friend you haven’t
seen in a few years but who is genuinely
excited when you stop by unexpectedly.

$VRQHZRXOGH[SHFWWKHKRPHRIIHUVPDQ\RXWGRRUVSDFHVLQFOXGLQJWKLVVFUHHQHGLQSRUFKZLWKDZRRGEXUQLQJÀUHSODFH
Fun fabrics make the space even more inviting, which could be why this is actually a favorite space for the families.
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“We wanted more space for our family … but we also
wanted to capture the closeness and
rubbing elbows we had in the little red cabin.”

Light and warmth envelop you. Large
windows across the great room reveal a
spectacular view of the lake beyond.

Heidi on the capturing the charm of a 700 sq ft cabin in their new home

The great room, with its 18-foot high
FHLOLQJ PDJQLÀFHQW ZRRGEXUQLQJ
VWRQHÀUHSODFHDQGHQRUPRXVZLQGRZV
is truly grand. But even more so is the
feeling of warmth embodied in the
space. Streaming light, cozy fabrics, and
abundant seating indicates this isn’t a
room to be looked at, but rather to be
lived in.
Its seamless connection to the dining
room with its generous dining table and
intimate (yet spacious) kitchen, tempts
you to pull up a chair and enjoy a meal
with the family. That’s what they want,
after all.

Keith and Heidi had a vision for
including iron details throughout the
home. They worked with the builder
to secure a blacksmith from New York
Mills, Minnesota, who created custom
items, including the beautiful design
on the pantry door in the kitchen.
The kitchen counters feature absolute
black granite with a leathered/
DQWLTXHGÀQLVKZKLOHWKHLVODQGLV
FDUQLYDOJUDQLWHZLWKDOHDWKHUÀQLVK

“Everything goes back to family,” Heidi
said. “Every decision we made was done
deliberately with family in mind. For us,
the Battle Lake area means fun and
family and good times.”
With one grandchild already on the way,
Keith and Heidi kept their eye on the
future, too. The original design included
three master suites, but the footprint of
the lot just didn’t allow for that. So Keith
and Heidi, Tony, and Kim, went back to
the drawing board to determine how the
two large suites on the upper level could
accommodate bedroom and living
room space as well as a bathroom.
“We had to create those intimate spaces
within bedroom suite, and we did that
by designing deep window seats with

46 LAKE AND HOME MAY / JUNE 2016

nice, cozy cushions that could become
a space for someone to sit and relax,”
Kim described. Plus, the seats are deep
enough to transform into additional
sleeping space. “We really made it multifunctional in terms of the future.”
Family wasn’t just on the forefront of how
the home would be used, but also how
the home could incorporate the talents
of many different family members. For
example, Keith and Heidi’s son Brian
and daughter-in-law Kelly designed four
stained glass windows that Heidi’s father
created. A beautiful wooden canoe her
IDWKHU DOVR KDQGFUDIWHG ZDV ÀJXUHG LQWR
the design from the beginning. Kelly also
created pillows for the home while Brian
fashioned an epoxy, wood cutout map of
the lake that hangs over the mantle.
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“We love having extended
family and friends come
over, but we’re not big
entertainers. We’d much
rather have people stop by
and drop in.”
Heidi on her family’s entertaining style

The bunk room wasn’t part of the original
SODQ.HLWKDQG+HLGLÀJXUHGWKDWZDVD
space to revisit down the road. But once
the project moved forward, they decided to
take advantage of the creativity of everyone
involved. This cheerful, cozy space is the result.

7KHJUHDWURRP·VVRDULQJFHLOLQJVPDJQLÀFHQW
ZRRGEXUQLQJÀUHSODFHDQGJHQHURXV
lakeside views evoke a warm grandeur.
Window seating means the room can
accommodate large groups of family and
friends, with storage beneath as a bonus.

In addition to the family contributions,
every aspect of the home was chosen
deliberately and with purpose, Kim
Rasmussen said. For example, the window
coverings and heating system (including
WKHÁRRUVZLWKVWRQH DUHSURJUDPPHGLQWR
a system that can be operated from an
iPhone. The lighting design includes various
levels that create intimacy with a dimming
system and various lighting themes.
“We just took a lot of time and included
details that make everything feel
emotionally comfortable,” Kim said. “We
also tried to make quality, timeless design
decisions so the home will look as good
in 40 years as it does now...I’ve designed
many homes, but this is probably the most
special house I’ve ever worked on. Every
little thing about it has a purpose to be
there.”
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All of that purpose combined to create a
beautiful, inviting home that will offer the
family within, a place to make memories
for years to come.
“A home is not only a safe place, but it
VKRXOG EH ÀOOHG ZLWK SOHDVDQW VSDFHV \RX
can relax in,” Dirckx said. “And every space
of this home is special.”

Keith and Heidi live full-time in St. Cloud, but
hope to retire to The Lodge someday. In the
meantime, they’re glad to know that three busy
families have been able to put the home to
good use whenever they are able to. That’s
what the home is there for after all.
“Our planning process was all about family,”
she explained. “Our kids are so excited about
this home because it’s a place where we can
gather and enjoy each other’s company.”
~L&H

Stoll agreed. “Keith and Heidi really had the
vision for what the home should be, and
we just got it out of them,” he explained.
As for Keith and Heidi, they could not be
more excited about The Lodge and the
potential it holds for their family.
“We love having extended family and
friends come over, but we’re not big
entertainers. We’d much rather have
people stop by and drop in,” she said.

The two upper-level suites are named: one is the
Red Cabin Suite and the other is the Blue Canoe
Suite. The bathrooms of the suites originally had
showers only, until Keith and Heidi considered that
grandchildren might need bathtubs instead.
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